Italian 402
The Sounds of Italian
Professor





Office hours: 

Hagerty





or by appointment

Telephone:
E-mail:
Final exam: Date/time
Course description:

Welcome to Italian 402! The instructional approach taken in this course and in all of the intermediate and advanced Italian courses is Content-Based Instruction, which is a holistic approach to foreign language education; that is, you will develop your language skills while learning about a particular topic. This course will focus particularly on speaking and writing skills while you learn about the basics of phonetics and phonology and the writing system.

During the first half of the course you will examine the relationship between the written and spoken language through engaging activities. You will also learn the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA), which will help you focus on pronunciation and the correct articulation of sounds. Once you have mastered the word-level, the second half of the course will focus on the phrase and discourse level. Recitation of texts is an important activity for improving pronunciation. You will begin by memorizing short statements, and then memorize increasing longer texts, such as proverbs, jokes, and a short skit based on a movie that will be viewed and discussed in class.
Goals: By the end of this course, you will have an understanding of the Italian sound system, be able to write and pronounce correct sound-to-grapheme correspondences, and have improved your pronunciation of Italian.
Language:  

This course will be conducted entirely in Italian.

Required course texts:

· Italian/English or Italian/Italian dictionary

· Dall’Armellina, Rossana, M. Luisa Turolla & Giuliana Gori. 2005. Giocare con la fonetica (with CD rom). Florence: Alma Edizioni.

The following texts are on closed reserve at the Main Library:

· Dardano, Maurizio. 2005. Nuovo manualetto di linguistica italiana. Bologna: Zanichelli.

· Yule, George. 1996. The Study of Language. Second Edition. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Grading:

· Homework



20%

· 5 Dictations



15%

· 2 In-class exams (oral and written)
25%

· Final oral exam


15%

· Oral presentation


10%

· Attendance and participation

5%


Grading Scale:


  

	A 93-100
	B+ 88-89
	B- 80-82
	C 73-77
	D+ 68-69
	E 64-0

	A- 90-92
	B 83-87
	C+ 78-79
	C- 70-72
	D 65-67
	 


Homework: Unless otherwise indicated, each assignment is worth 25 points. No late assignments will be accepted. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what was covered and assigned in class and turn in assignments the day you return to class. The ‘exercises’ that appear on the daily syllabus are the ‘Esercizi di Autoapprendimento’ that are found at the end of each chapter in Giocare. All other assignments will be provided by the instructor.

Dictations: there will be five short dictations. Students will be asked to write the words or phrases that they hear or to provide phonemic or phonetic transcriptions as well as indicate word stress, intonation, and emphasis.

In-class exams: There will be two exams, each with a written and an oral component. The written portion will take place in class and will include dictations, transcriptions, and questions on class content. Students will schedule 10-minute appointments throughout the day for the oral portion of the exam. There will be two parts to each oral exam. For the first part, students will receive a text in advance to memorize and recite at the exam. The second text to be recited will be provided at the exam. Students will be given a few minutes to read through the text and then will be asked to recite it. Do not miss the exams. Students will only be allowed a make-up if they contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed exam without prior notification will count as a zero.
Final exam: There will only be an oral component to this exam. Students will schedule 20-minute slots during the final exam period (and throughout the day, if necessary). The exam will have three parts. For the first part, students will receive a text in advance to memorize and recite at the exam. The second text to be recited will be provided at the exam. Students will be given a few minutes to read through the text and then will be asked to recite it. The third portion of the exam is a brief conversation on a topic that will be provided in advance. Do not miss the final. Students will only be allowed a make-up if they contact the instructor beforehand and provide a valid written excuse. A missed final without prior notification will count as a zero.
Oral presentation: At the end of the quarter, students will watch a short video (No Mamma, no!). The video will be analyzed for pronunciation, intonation, emphasis, etc. in class. The video manuscript will be divided so that each student has a part. Students must memorize their part and perform their version of the video for the class. (There may be more than one performance depending on the number of students in class.) Presenters will be graded on pronunciation, intonation, and interpretation.
Attendance and participation: Regular attendance and participation in class activities are essential for improving pronunciation skills. Therefore, prepare carefully for class by completing all assignments in advance, and be ready to participate in class.
Academic Misconduct: It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Daily Syllabus

Week 1

Monday: Introduction to course, introduction to phonetics and phonology
Homework: Read: Yule pp.53-57 (top) and Dardano pp. 22-27
Wednesday: Introduction to phonetics and phonology, Vowels and the IPA

Homework: Read: Dardano pp. 28-30, Giocare pp. 10-13
Friday: Consonants and the IPA

Homework: Phonemic Transcriptions

Week 2

Monday: Giocare Activity 8, Phonemic transcriptions

Homework: Dardano pp. 33-34
Wednesday: Giocare Chapter 1 Graphemes vs. IPA symbols, Activities 1-3

Homework: Giocare exercises Chapter 1: 1.1-2.3

Friday: Giocare Chapter 1: Graphemes vs. IPA symbols, Activities 5-7

Homework: Giocare exercises Chapter 1: 3.1-5.1, memorize 5.1 to present to the class, Read: Giocare pp.52-53
Week 3

Monday: Dictation, Giocare Chapter 2: Double consonants, Activities 14, 15
Homework: Giocare: Activity 18, Giocare exercises Chapter 2: 1.1-2.4

Wednesday: Giocare Chapter 2: Double consonants, Activities 16, 18

Homework: Giocare exercises Chapter 2: 3.1-3.4

Friday: Giocare Chapter 3: Comparing sounds, Activities 20-21

Homework: Giocare all exercises Chapter 3

Week 4

Monday: Dictation. Phonetic transcriptions

Homework: Phonetic transcriptions, Read Giocare pp.106-108

Wednesday: Phonetic transcriptions, Giocare Chapter 4: Vowels, Activities 22, 25, 28
Homework: Giocare Chapter 4 exercises 1.1-2.3

Friday: Giocare Vowels: the difference between open and close e/o, Activity 29
Homework: Giocare Chapter 4 excercises 3.1-5.2, Read Dardano pp. 31-33
Week 5

Monday: Dictation, Diphthongs and triphthongs

Homework:  Prepare three review questions
Wednesday: Review for the exam

Homework: Study for exam

Friday: EXAM (10-min. appointments for individual oral exams)
Homework: Read Giocare pp.132-133, Dardano pp.35-37

Week 6

Monday: Giocare Chapter 5: Word stress and syllables, Activities 30, 32, Telling jokes

Homework: Memorize your assigned joke and prepare to explain the joke in Italian

Wednesday: Telling jokes

Homework: Giocare Chapter 5 exercises 1.1-3.3

Friday: Giocare Chapter 5: Word stress and syllables, Activities 34-36
Homework: Giocare Chapter 5 Exercises 4.1-6.3

Week 7

Monday: Dictation, Proverbs, Activity 37

Homework: Read Dardano pp.37-38

Wednesday: Phonosyntactic doubling, enclisis and proclisis

Homework: Phonetic transcriptions

Friday: Phonosyntactic doubling, enclisis and proclisis

Homework: Read Giocare pp.158-160

Week 8

Monday: Dictation, Giocare Chapter 6: Intonation and emphasis, Activities 38, 40, 41

Homework: Giocare Chapter 6 exercises 1.1-2.1

Wednesday: Giocare Chapter 6: Intonation and emphasis, Activities 42, 44, 45

Homework: Giocare Chapter 6 exercise 3.1, prepare three questions for review
Friday: Review for exam

Week 9

Monday: EXAM (10-min. appointments for individual oral exams)
Homework: Read: No Mamma, no! (video script)

Wednesday: Video analysis
Homework: Comprehension activities

Friday: Video analysis and preparation for final presentation

Homework: Memorize your part

Week 10

Monday: Oral presentations

Wednesday: Oral presentations

Friday: Preparation for final oral exam

